THE LULL BEFORE THE STORM
a Lord Commissioner of  Trade and Plantations   at a
salary of ^800 a year.
"It must be allowed that our duty was not intolerably
severe, and that I enjoyed many days and weeks of
repose, without being called away from my library
to the office. My acceptance of a place provoked
some of the leaders of the Opposition, with whom I
had lived in habits of intimacy."1
As Fox put it:
King George, in a fright
Lest Gibbon should write
The story of Britain's disgrace,
Thought no way so sure
His pen to secure
As to give the historian a place.
Indeed, it is difficult to regard Gibbon's political
career with any sympathy. He was as timid a politician
as he had been a lover, when his father forbade his
marriage to Mile Curchod, later Mme Necker.
"After a painful struggle I yielded to my fate: I
sighed as a lover, I obeyed as a son."2
The nature and education of Fox were very different
from those of his opponent. If the upright character of
Pitt caused most men to respect him, the personal charm
of his rival made them love him. Fox did and was
everything of which the English middle-class, then
rapidly growing in power, disapproved. It was said of
him:
"Fox had three passions: women, play, and politics.
Yet he never formed a creditable connection with a
1 Autobiography.                               2 ibid.
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